
 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER 2025 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahoning 

826 Mahoning Drive West; Lehighton Pa 18235 
Church office: 570-386-9960 Email address: stjohns@ptd.net 

Website: www.stjohnsmahoning.org and Facebook at StJohnsMahoning 
“A Family of friends alive with God’s love!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor   Reverend Anthony Pagotto  

(610-377-4242) 
Music Director  Colleen Rudelitsch    
Bookkeeper  Cathy Smith 
Sexton   Sherry Stafiniak 
Church Admin  Anne Scott 
Church Office  570-386-9960    
Church Office hours  M-W-F 9 AM-2 PM 
 

Worship Schedule for January 2025 at St. John’s 
 

JAN 5 –    10:45 AM Fellowship Hall worship with Holy Communion – Removal of the greens 
 

JAN 12 –  10:45 AM Sanctuary worship  
       

JAN 19 –  9:30 AM Sunday School   10:45 AM Fellowship Hall worship 
 

JAN 26 – 10:45 AM Sanctuary worship with Holy Communion   12:30 Confirmation Class (SJ) 
 
 

 
 

 

2025 Church Council 
 

Reverend Anthony PagoƩo 

Julia Schock, President                  Allison EvereƩ, Vice President 

Keith Drummond     Geoff Ebbert            Donald Freeman   

 Ronald Fried            Kimberly Gerhard    Cheryl Kistler    Tia Tyson 

                                      

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1/1 Lindsay Neff  1/4 Jean Everett  1/5  Liam Haldeman 
  1/5  Valerie Kohanski 1/10 Dakota Trach  1/10 Mary Ann Kollar 
  1/12 Claudia Pagotto 1/12 Allane Kistler  1/13 Molly McFadden 
  1/13 Keith Drummond 1/13 Gilbert Walters 1/15 Terry Terray 
  1/19 Allison Everett 1/26 Marilyn Hahn  1/30 Joseph Lawson 
  1/31 Gianna DeBlasio 
(If we missed your birthday for this month, it is possible we do not have it in our membership database. Please give 

us a call at the office (570-386-9960) so we can update our files.) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Grief Support- will meet on Monday, Jan 6th & 20th at 6 PM.  
Book Club- will meet Jan 28th at 6:30 PM with book “The Book of Lost Names” by Kristin Harmel.  
Dinner & Discussion- **There will be no Dinner & Discussion in the months of November, December, 
January, and February. We will resume Dinner and Discussion March 2025. Questions? Please contact 
Cheryl Kistler at 610-533-5723. 
Fundraising Committee- will meet on Tuesday, March 11th @ 6:30 PM.   
Community Cupboard: Dinkey Memorial has a food cupboard available to those in need of 
supplemental food resources. It is available to members of Dinkey Memorial and St. John’s, and to 
residents of East Penn Township. The distribution is the third Thursday of every month from 3:30-
5:00 PM in Dinkey’s Social Room, located below the sanctuary. If you or anyone you know would 
benefit from receiving food from the Community Cupboard, please speak with Pr. Tony. 
Messages from the Fundraising Team: 
♦ The Fundraising Committee is looking for prizes (cash or gift card) for the raffle ticket. Minimum $50 
please.  
♦Looking ahead in the new year, our first fundraiser is Donut Day on Tuesday, March 4th.  

Council Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.   
(Complete copies of the minutes may be obtained from the church office. 

DECEMBER Council Meeting & Congregational Meeting – Items Discussed 
► Thank you notes from Pool Pals for the donation & Thank you from Bo Tack 
foundation.  
► We will remove the greens on January 5, 2025. 
► Dec. 15th the confirmation kids will have practice at Dinkey for the sign 

language. The Special Music Christmas Program is at Dinkey Memorial’s service at 9:30 AM  and at St 
John’s  service at 10:45 AM and then they have Christmas caroling afterwards.  

●Next meeting is January 13th @ 6:30 PM. 
  

Winter Weather is approaching!!!  The church uses One Call phone automation to pass 
along important information.  One of the purposes is to inform you if church is 
cancelled. If you are not receiving calls on the One Call system, please let us know 
today!! 



 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer Zoom 

Wednesdays at 9:00 AM 

http://zoom.us/j/187911224 

Meeting ID:  187 911 224  

Call in:  1-929-205-6099                                                 

Bible Study Zoom 

Thursdays at 9:30 AM 

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/376540617 

Meeting ID:  376 540 617 

Call in:  1-929-205-6099 



Holiday Goodie Bag delivery to our Homebound 

On Saturday, December 7, 2024, Lori Heimbach, Sherry Stafiniak and I made 15 stops to spread 
holiday cheer and drop oƯ a goodie bag to our homebound members. In addition, 5 cards with a 
small gift were sent to our Nursing Home members and those who are homebound and live out of 
the area. It was a rewarding day visiting and catching up with our members who are not able to be 
with us on Sunday mornings. If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Kistler, 610-533-5723.  

 

 

Seeker Sessions 

(New Members Class) 
 

Date: January 5th & 19th 

Time: 5-7PM 

Where: St. John’s Family Room 

Are you seeking a church home? Are you seeking 
more of an understanding of what it means to be 
Lutheran? Whatever it is you may be seeking aŌer, we 
invite you to join us for these sessions about Lutheran 
history, theology, and modern-day issues. 

Contact Pr. Tony for more informaƟon @ 570-386-
9960/610-377-4242 or prdinklc@ptd.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

OƯering Envelopes 
 Our offering envelopes have three designated areas for giving.  
     ►You can designate your offering go to our Current Expenses to meet 
our monthly bills.  
     ►You can designate your offering go to Benevolence. St John’s is 
committed to contributing $10,000 yearly to our NEPA Synod and the ELCA 
Church for synodical and church wide mission and ministries beyond St 
John’s church. We use donations marked in this section to meet our 
charitable commitment.  
     ►You can designate your offering go to the Improvement Fund or 
Building Fund for construction, renovation or maintenance of our building 
and grounds.  
     ►Your offering can be designated to one area, two areas or split between 
all three.  
     So that we honor your intentions on where you would like your offering 
to be credited and for end of year reporting, we ask that you take time to fill 
in the sections on your envelope.  
     If you do not mark on the envelope where you would like your offering 
credited, we automatically default your contribution to Current Expenses.  

Should you have any questions, please speak to  
Lori Heimbach or Cheryl Kistler. 

 

The Fundraising Committee is 
looking for rafȧe ticket prizes. The 
minimum is $50.   

Also – there is still Ȧlling to purchase. 
Containers are $7.50. 

Contact Anne Yenser with questions 
at 570-390-9108. Thank you! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

      

 

  

 
 
 

  

Spring 2025 Rummage Sale 

We continue to collect for our Spring 2025 Rummage Sale which will be held 
Friday, March 28 and Saturday, March 29. Donations can be dropped oƯ in 
the back half of the Nursery Room.  

A reminder that we do not accept clothing, electronics, medical 
supplies/equipment, car seats and small appliances that do not have 
complete parts.  

If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Kistler @ 610-533-5723.  

 

Dear members of St. John’s Church, 

     The Lehighton Area Pool Pals would like to sincerely 
thank you for your generous donaƟon.  
     This money will be used to maintain the Baer 
Memorial Pool and improve upon the beauƟful facility 
which is enjoyed by our community. 
     Thank you again and may God Bless you and your 
congregaƟon. 
   The Lehighton Area Pool Pals 
       

To Rev. Tony,  

     Thank you so much for the generous 
donaƟon and we really appreciate having the 
opportunity for Bill to speak to your 
congregaƟon about our foundaƟon.  
   Sincerely,  
     Jim & Sandi Tkach 



December 15th the Confirmation Class and Sunday School Class performed at St John’s service. They sang 
songs, had a peotry reading and also performed a song in sign language. The students that were involved 
were: Jordyn Albert, Tristan Balliet, Maggie Bowman, Rylee Keller, Colby Solt, Derek Spitzer, Mason Spitzer, 
Tinley Balliet, Larkin Klotz, Jaxson Markell, Ethan Neeb and Bryn Schleicher. The students were guided by 
Kimberly Gerhard and Becky McFadden – Sunday School Teachers and also by Patti Ebbert – sign language 
instructor.  

 

 

 

  



On Sunday, December 1st, St John’s held it’s annual Trees For Troops collection day. There was coffee, snacks 
and cookies served. Here is a picture of the wonderful cookies donated for the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sanctuary was decorated for Christmas Eve with beautiful Christmas Cactus and Poinsettias. Lori and 
Robbie Hawk did another wonderful job organizing the ordering and transportation of the plants.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 


